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Welcome address
for the JSSFN newsletter

Ludvic Zrinzo wmp. php. Fres.

Professor of Neurosurgery
Queen Square, London, UK

Dear colleagues and friends

Functional neurosurgeons dedicate their careers to
improving the surgical management of patients with
neurological and neuropsychiatric disorders. Being a
member of this global and tightly-knit community brings us
into contact with numerous bright and like-minded people
with shared goals, often allowing us to forge deep and
lasting friendships. One such international relationship was
formed many years ago when Professor Takashi Asahi
visited Queen Square, London who has kindly invited me to
write this welcome address for the JSSFN newsletter.

Our rapidly expanding field has benefitted from spectacular
advances in technique and technology. The 58th Annual
Meeting of the Japan Society for Stereotactic and
Functional Neurosurgery (JSSFN) in January 2019 was a
wonderful opportunity to review the rich history of and
recent progress in our speciality, as well as to debate
important ethical issues. I am very grateful for the kind
invitation of Professor Makoto Taniguchi, President of the
Society, to attend this splendidly organised and enjoyable
meeting. During my stay, I was also invited to participate in
a local meeting on the surgical management of dystonia.
This proved to be yet another showcase of the dedicated
and innovative work of Japanese functional neurosurgeons.

While in Tokyo, I took the opportunity to enjoy its rich
culture. Moreover, I had the pleasure of observing Professor
Takaomi Taira, Dr Shiro Horisawa and the rest of his team
performing a procedure for task specific dystonia.
Witnessing juggler’s batons flying through the air during a
stereotactic radiofrequency thalamotomy for “juggler’s
dystonia” was a unique and memorable experience.

I thank the JSSEN for its generous hospitality and I very
much look forward to meeting its members at future
international meetings.

With very best wishes
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